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HAIEMBFZ BROMER/MXIERE, R, BUEIREER. AFEHHAY. BRIAEE. &
HNESNIERE. EIHE, SHNBGRESAEERNFZEMSIKIRMEN. RSN, FrEiE
SIERT R FERIFERZAIIR AL &8,

RIZBXRTHFIES I RIREE SN ENERNKZRAME ARSI, B, FIEX
A EIESRAET RN NEAESER, AFEESEHRESHAFIESHE. FYIZHY
FHFIESTMB BB N FERMSEMENWRSTS, HEMbITRMTERIFRRIARZ RIS
B, BAXE—MAR=FI0HE, TEMNETAEHE, EBRNIRENEANFRFERMRE
MERISZRF, AN+ TFRFERERZREVSRNTIEEIRAST.

KK, FRZBITFFESEIMIEZERGHINAEFHEHEEEXRERMER. FENEH
SERZBMELEENN. HEEENXR, EHRRXEICRESARZRIFAXMEEINRR, FF
SHFESEIMERE, IIXEXREAYEESSEIB CRBBIRENRI AR T, LUE
IEFRIFNEARKZE,

AR AR = FIRERIEE?
AN BRAME 1750 FFUIMRR (SEREEEFY) BHE, “RRNEEESLEE, INAES
HES LB, ©

EIEE 1750 FHoBERISK, INRBECHIRBRBENSZ. M. ERESINCER, B8
RABRERFNINREE, REANERREANRECS. BASHEERFINFLERRBRF
RH A FERREIRER E IS AT, SN AMYUNE " EINSHFES", Lhrk, tJEEXE
RURTIERNIE IR BB C BRIRIINGS. BEAENER, FHHNASMXERR, WIFEF
BRI ARSFIZEAM, T E, RERFONFZEKRIEE. KANHE, TR
SR LFRS, IMATE, X—REXRFRIBFPBAGIIN,

EXBHNARSZ—LERITEN, REMREEFENEZN:

o BE FTERETREEMTEMNESER. IFESFERGE ACT, SAT FiRfHEIL
BEE. FEEL DET FESHMTEISE A BiEam o HIRGRIFABE CHBER. BINRAY
FHNSH AR AR, FEAFESEtBREEHRBERFNES S SAZIRERN
tntE. BEITSAARE. HEIECHER, REBCHNE, RABCRHKBI—IE D
s, JiEfTEn!



A

- BEFNARREE (CERTRAMER) . ERIEEFR, FEFSERAFR
RFEREES BHRRRAITE. RAREMENETAE SRR SIS B REH
BETRAMY. FESFEEESMAERERAANSHNE, AXERERERENK
BRI, BURTRAIBIREMA. BUNRFREATHIHERRNRE, BFEEEixXL
IMEREBRHS DFANIESIGS, THESMIFNAE (MUNESURE) FI=.

o TRFRERBIAFEKRPLINENEL, FRILHITRIFES. RENKZE—RES
FRRIEINERK, BOEERFAIREERTECEN, IFAENEIMKFHERFES
AR ER.

o REFRAMXE. WA, BERNXPILENER. SHURRIX BN AMRRERE
2, BEEEENRE, ERMERMRERAERNAENNERN. (MEUEFESINKFERER.
EEEMER. EXEENF, (FREAXFREENEREC, A B —BiifitE
KAESKEXBIEE. FERSRE, REMEEIXEHEL DREY. BAE, R
BT Al LURE C BBt IA RMHIT AIET B iEaD,

o REFRIIFFESEINGE, FRFBEIZR, FIKXFHBERE RRTATTFES
MEPRIRIES. ERAXEESASERINS, BENMESEIRESIHRIIRFEE
FIREMRER. EHAR—HMHMA, MREFEE—REHEIRT.

B SEESENFR

FENEFAFESEIMEST, UHEE "REE88C" NEaHRFE GRS FRABRMmSS
H. XEEREMER "HREEE" RN, NBCERBREINASR BEEEAFRRERIFRMIEE,
REATRER. S "REGECS" WAFEFRGAGEERIAN, HR. KFNEMEZRN
i, XATRERFES RULLRAS SEIXFHOKRKNIENRE, KiK. HIMESEIN
WIRE RN NFESTIMN N BRRHMAESTF.

BERN: LFENESHIRFEFFES
. ERIESCH, PEAHERIFASSASTSIESHE,
o FEIERSBEEE RSN STHHESEIRR
. EEEHATELRMEASNEITSEENT IS, FHELBEI TN
SUFA ARSI
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o BFEIBIBEENFAZIESZIN, 1ESZ2MEEIEWE), THEBINKZHIREN
EFEBESR, BEEEENAZHBIESER, BEHAEERIYE SHZEIRFITH
AEHIE;

o ZFHERIRIEECHMNABR. 880 FHKIINE, TERYIEBXFAHIESEINNEEFISE
T, HEEPE GRS E IR HIRIERE;

o« FHEBRTHRIEAFNIESEN, SRNAMEASEERRIILIE,

o FATERBENSNBNER. HEMNBSHEMFASGRIMNEEERROIIF,

o FANRKREFIAFEXEE. S5HTHRECEFENAZHRBENNEEFTNAE
FOSAE;

o FHERBENREEITEINFRHTNIES. FENFRBDEEMENNSPEETHTHE
fitfi], MRFEMERKTRBEFEHEREER, BREFENZITSEBEHSA
SIRAY. ERIFSINAEEFE, SFEENKERE,

ABSHRE
KFPERESE, RKARIETIHESIBNAIE, MIFPERBEARIES,

RZXTFHFIESAERBIRETAFERIEN, UBHFEMTFAZHBIES, S35t
ERFHRIBEXES.

FFIESZIMEFSHEAA?
o HEIFEZERNTHEAFIFFAIRAETIRE
o THERFEHFRILK;
o MZFERFRK—N—aK, REMELES:
o ESFEEAFHRETNES FMFNER) WBEER,
o IESFERKFHIREEEINERER,
o BB Hiff. AXFREEANG, BfF: BHNGRE. FhUGR. REMER,
o RBTIRENREFIEEMIEAAN Y,
o IMEFSFHIMESHEEE,
o RIEFEREHFIESHEEE
o MEIFENNTEERE BSFERNBSHREENEN. BER, RIBCERRFFE
SASNFENENBENEERIEMFL.
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FNEAFHBIERIFRERASGFE . FENRESRKITICHBEERNER, FHRFHTE,
HBERARIHAEMBNEH—. FESHXKFETICHIEREE:

FENISFESHCHAZHIEME, RN THSIAENZR, FECERIAFRZHE.
ENHE—D "REGEC" HEREER, XDBREAMUECHIRER. RFEERIIHER,

MESFFERAKRBRTERNAIER. XTHERRER, FETLUHAIR:

BEEE;

ERRSEXAGIERX Y, SIERTAKSFFGER;
RERTERIEERAIERZ (TR (BEFEM Visa 8 Mastercard {5AF) ;
KEELEHE, SESMNFROREEHLLEAEIRIIZSXERNAEELREE, BRFE
A ELERES;

FHEFESWENN, BERXE AN "ESOHENN";

REERBIERS, BRFERBSEINEFNEMRSRMES (SFERRECERN
MAE) HATERIEDE;

Z EAMERIMNBERIBTIAESRIRS, BT XF/NEBERIBTWEARBIBBER “.

&k

578 CESHEFEINFRIZINIE;
NAREBEEXRGRYZENERMMIFES, SHRBEEHITRARR,
ZLEGRFFEA Cialfo RE, XERIZENFREANAFHEESHTEEEEYS, o
AR T E
ZEREMBEEAMEXY, TEHERFIMERIMEHIEBROEIRS. (MEERLH
BPARIXLI Y, FEXRESELAES R,
RESEZINRIEHEEE, FARESHEFEHRIER, RFEa LREnE > =F%K,
RN THRECRKBIASE, SF—mBRBEERN KR BREH, FHREFUTEE:
FREREK

o ANFEHEK;

o REBESFEXK;

o FAL;

o HIEELEEHR;

o FEE,
EHSFESINRRY BN AFESHREAB, THRA TSR AR ES:

o BXRERFEISHME,

o Wit "KIRERER" F4a/\RiETeHE;

o HHARGRERRY MY
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o FERHIBMHERHREGTHFERESEIN, IMEERERKIR
o fEMERLEBERITSRERIBRIFHRRTIRAZ AN
o RRTEXRERERBYTHMAIINBEILLBEANFAFES, BHEDFERIZRENE

kZEHEEMHL
o HNAHESESINTIRECELSEMSNZEXOEL, SEELAFR.
HERFOS

o HHFFIESHBER (REN. BEsHEM), SETENRFSHRIMIINFRM.
o FNEHEBMEIN. BE N RYIZSTREMN .

ERBZE RN B H B RAIAIBSR
BEFPNEIRHBMEENFERIBERZRBRSANER A, SIENENIRZRIBIH.
B, BEXRE. BFER, EABEPNMIRUHEEMASERSZEXIDHE. BESM
{EasfElzl. FEFREXFEFFEENESNFERBABIRS. HOINAFESEN
ZIRFRR, ERFRFEAWARE 2T, FHEESEIMBEAXEEERSHE. §
IFEEREIENRGIERE, RS, SPNMAFERSRRENBMEMBBERE. XAY
RAERN, UURSEAFENEE. BERN, SEEEEIFMEMETERNGER: WL
TRk, IRERHIREAR S RIEHANRLESR,

HMFHMZRIRFERRAERE, FMEZABEFPNENANRNNTRAEHBNZE, REF
REZEMEFENBCHAFHBAR, FREXFEERIIZE T FESEMNKEMIEEE
15 7 B BRI ERE.

R BN AIRHIARFHIEES, MEBNHBEIETRESIENRSHBELEIEZET.
MEENFRITR, B ZFRE, BERNAERERTRE, RYIZFHFESEIGAFEEN
REETRAESTHF.

MBS FHFESENENFZ U EAFNR KA B INEAEF P BRI ERRIRSS, mEFN AT
BRI ZBXERZRISMETRSST. FENIRFEENE, FETHEFR. BEFR. HEH
BRI, TAXPEERE, BECRKRKERTEECTFT T, BNRBEASLUREERRFECS, BE
KIRAIARK.
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Cialfo ZFAVERFIEK

TYIBTSRER Cialfo TEARGREEASTHASSATSIINIE, ZRGAILSHSERE
FEAZ. SRR, BEMI1EECNEFSERASSSRE0E, SEERRTERM
. OIRGE, FEEl. BRERAEERERE, Calfo SEEENSAER NURERIEE, 725
BRI, BN E Rl S S E TS, AN+ ERIS eSS
F Cialfo, XBEFHSESMBN 9, +ERSEVRBBHIER Calfo, (INELMEX
ANRGREEASHEBIEAER, GETRSNER. R, BEIETHE; M, fa
BEA LB R SRR,

A=K Cialfo Rdig

M5 https://avenues.cialfo.cn/ BFRFYIIZEIZ Cialfo FAEMKF,

FEBR (BFHEDH)

ERZESIITRFAFEESMBN—FD, ANE+FR, KMNABIMFRIFRFTFESHTE,
NEFARHINBAZHBEMBIRERNIRMNNEE. FEMNBERD THRAFZHERME, TFE
FTRETMERNER, LRI EEBAEIERSE, FHEBESERFENIATERM

B,

ERYIZCEIHE, BRTENFTEESREZI, EAEMEREFRAFENZERNAEE
IBERINENFER, REGASGEFEGESHREERNERMIE, BTN THESE
B XEUEFIMMARSR. EFET—FRER, BBAANTFERN, MINIEEE
CAREREMENRKAFZMNEWNERGBEEN TR, AEAENE REG HCHAEEE
FERT,

NFRFE

NFRR—NRBIFE, EEFENSFRIARMINIIAZRBEERMI—F., AFF, F
ERFIFRAZRBHEANR, FAZESIMEN—8D, FEXRNOER LRBXRE,
ERXTHAFHE, B, FEBHBBISAFREEXNEN. JnkTHESER, 552
REREBRKN., ZEGEINMAER/EEZETERRERKIZEINE, 312 Calfo F
a. FEFEEBCH Calfo IkF, ERARETZFE, FEBRFPEDINERTERIES
BIENEE, AFFEAR, FAGHIE SMART Bix, FHEHNE. B8, HASHFESREET
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AR, BEEVAFERNBHIAN, ZEESNREEHEZEESMNSE. RATHES. R
WESE5FEENERNE, NEFECRKETUR, HSRIFEIMT ES.

FARETORK Cialfo 2248 L Human eSources IRERIFIBETE. RIBHEER, FEFSHIIRY
FASIMEEMMHERR T BT R AR ZSGRHITR, 2l FBUSHSRKER.

Ioh, FYIBEXFAHESREAFEREN IEESENES. FEFINASREERZIM
FESD, FEENE, MIMHEERE, SEER. RINENSNL. FHIISEF45%%
LS NNMBIESBNEEEIKANED, HEHMESN, RER, HRIRSE. 2AR%E. SR
X, ZAXHHEHME. THEENZE, FAETLUGEBHNSITE+T —FRHE—INSENTR
B, XRRANESFRFETBBEESINEHNEIRSE WAM F53, XEEEWRINEREFZ—.
&E, BER, NRFETVRERENKE, NRIRRIHTFES, SIIRKRBIBMEIREL
Eix,, AP & A Level Eix,

+EFERFE

RERFEBENFRAFNEM E, B8BSN—XEXERBEEXNRE, XEFESITRE
—EB . FHIGEFBFFIE SRR Cialfo RFURZREH RIS, BJRERIBIIRFME W,
Z4-72RK Cialfo _E Human eSources 32189 “Multiple Intelligences (ZITEEE)" MLE, RIENFLEL
R, ZERBEZALSITHREMBEARRR, BENAUSZBIHETERES ST
BRI,

THEIESKENFEETERNISR. AESEIIENREFRIES. FEMIRENEEE
MREFARAIHBEPIFEER. FERBEZITRES MERRESE+FERGRRESINPLE,
SIVIPLEFTRYER), FIEBLER), FENERKTE CRKBRIZAEL, HXIRSE. FE%
B EAt S ERYE.

REPASZERIGIERFURRERR, HMNENZEETRHZFR, BEFES,
RETaER1GIFRER. B, FMNSMFEBISIFERRINGS), REERNNZIEHMREE,
XREAZRRFENTEAXBIRANARENEZDNEEL N, AFEFEFEBIRREEIR
HNESTRERE CRIBCKBAIIS, BN, KEWMSN, HITERERIEE.

EFFESRED, FERE T EAEF R+ —FRORAIEINSINEN, AZEH
RERBERERS], BENEeEH, BIARITAEENMED, THROAERREREEAR
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BRZE, AFEEBIERANTHEARRY., SRR, X—RISHEE, BN +—FR
H SR LRI R,

FEBERFFES—EMR+—FRNOEE, BEDARTEEMEBEEERRE, TIEREEREHE
AIFtEiT, RREIRE, EReiriEeE.

+—FRFE

FAZFESIMMEN—E7D, FMNAT—FRFEREFFIESEEURTASERS. FFF,
FEFTEYECAENNFZIHITER, PHECHEBERMNE. ZENNIAEX—FFRS
HAR, RIRARAREERNEFHEIR, SFEFRNKE. TWMRE. FRAHRHE.
RIBANFZFERUBRARZM AT EFERIREMZ5HN, TliXEEELE, FENIELTH
SMAIERRIEE AL, SMARIAEX BB T SR B BOARREIHREE B =S 1
RYERIBTI#L.

REFRNEBRFI B —RZ(ERA Calfo FEY— "KIRFRER", EHEFERERER
BNARFNFR, UNREMETEEESHIFR, FENRE likely (AJREREFR)". “target (B
PrBEAR) . “reach (RRIBEIR)” F0 “farreach (EEMEEAYHRRIBR)" FAE, XEKEEALR
FFRAIRBULR, FHFIZSTHFESRHDEE.

EFEERT—FRUUF, &IEE 5 B 1 B, FEQHRES CHEFEINHEEINRLHESS
Hig. MTHEEEAFNZE, HEENARUERZINES, RIF—URAXRZEED, 53
—ERE. A LTREMRRIEN (BREEN). MTREREAFZNFE, RIFFEES
SZERFRALH, BUSHEAFESESHEFEARR.

AR R ERBEHIEEAFESK SAT 8¢ ACT Ei, BiINFLETE 11 ERIME. KZ/HES
BEFFTTHE SAT B ACT i, LUMEEFLE 12 FRZEFKEDEL

MBFE IR EER RS, WRRSTHESEE, IMEMTRSES. RITFE
SRR BRIE S M L,

TFRFE
M+ ZFERFHE, RRMFESRYIZNFHFESTHSITICHAMARRERMHETY, X—F
BEWAFERBENAFIME, FEZEZESOREMN.

12
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TFRFEABNRIBIRETHSEISEMMURES. BRBPIBEZA, HIIAFESRFE
ZOFBEFZESTRIE. RIEFERTHNHE, FHFESSRHBTENERMRBNE
b3, FES, TEHEEHBEXREAFN, FFHESEERSEFERRBIBZGT FHXIRA
X,

+ o FRFEEREERESHHIESHERIBAAINELL B, DEEKSSUGTEEK, I
HNRBRSHHESHIA T RIS TEE:

o HBEFEAZF

o HIFRIFTAE

o HBEREREFHRINEL, NEFEI

o EEXFH ED BH

o EEKXFRIEA BH

o« ZA. BR. BREWERERSEMATEEEMERESRIXEERAIE LA

XL HETH R R RRIELLE A HIE KBS IS TF, FENIRBSTHERESF RN,
AL, FAFESSESHEMETHNENNR, MEERHENIIES, BBFERERER
BEER,

FEARAFERHERE, BRERLF LR, ERFRNEIhREENLE. FHEESES
AFERMEN, FSMNTAIXAFRNSTETF, SENRERENHMIERR. W
T, WEEBBSEIE. AR, MRS FIBRIEERSE. NFEREHEERN. &
R, BRURIEEGEESREERZMNRNER, ERENITSRIZEAFES—
EeXEEE, URERENTHAE. HIEEEMER (BRERF) NFEBNRRE
MF$1ES, NFEEREFERFMEMEIAIRE, IERRERIMISHEITFENRL.

FISHiEl &
NIZTFHAESENRAMER KEAZRIRRRPIIEEZNIER BRT>IFELS), Bt
FEVIIR BB CRIRZE BinSRX KTERNYE, ARoXE, FEJLUHERE—FEER
FHREFZIMFAT . EEMKE, FEVRERBRENERMENRE, FEN—TFRHY
IMAEF I W, TIERWFER, AT NEREERRAEE:

o BEHHERNEESEERAT?

o BREOBEZHEINITIEaImNS?

o HNAHLABEZIENTWERIE?

13
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o IEWWLRHE? HBRPLRE?

NNBFHHESASRHE N FERTHBHE. (BXLRL, NRFECLMTRORIAR,
HAERBREZ GEHETERBER, tImRREHIBEAFEET 10-15 Fife, RATTLERE
ZNERAIRE (B Ucas, IIMAZELARKURIBAN F R ERIE/ ShiR s R G LIS F—0
BiE).,

HIEAFRHEITTEY 15 A sER\FPEEMRENRSINEIRARNE R, HEAFEE—
TEMAYRTE, ROZLE T RERUE,

tHh, MRFECBREZHNEBENERRESHAE, RSB EIENoBEESHBRIET.
XRAESHHBIHNRRNOAE, NFERRER/1R, TEHEBLERFARIFER. W0
REEFEHBERFERABR, M ESUEARFAEE SR RIFHL S,

EISRGRERERIR S
SHEBFEEERASE (HHEHHT).,

ERBASHAZNBHRE. FR—FRANZE, BENFREMTIEN, PEEHFERUES
PR, ERZHBER T, FNIEXERTFFIESSREY Cialfo RFISHSEREERERIEEKX
¥, FEARESHSRRIERERBIFMSGER. FEESHEFFIESMWERIBE, BSLERK
G, FREREERENG, INREBMFREMASE, NNERMSRIEA B AIERIE
MEREHE., HTELEK, TEHEHEFMBTRRR, BARKEREIIEIRIRBRMASRE.
Eitt, REREELLBRCERLBRE, FEMSKRBEE AL AHARINEARRIE
AIBTAZ.

BER, ERYIBENER, SRS (report card) FIEERER (transcript) BEEX5, KSR
IRES (report card) BFHEAIRAETFEPREE,; KERE (transcript) UHIRYIZ RS 4
BR, BTFRARIMIMIREZERZ I RS, RIBTWRESE, HSERE—RARBEFESRR
ﬁo

BHERT, FENRKAUREZSEMRSRRIAR. FEit, FNEBEXFERHFZA T g HE RS
BH:

o JEIETURVERER, JEIENGRE S 5F4 IR SRR EENFEEER, (EE LIRS

AERBBENAEIER B GRER . FA R (FRMSRERE R IERENERIIZEFAFIESHFIEIER

14
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PYERER, (BJRBARRISERY, HEXFEIRIENESERFERMIEIET SR, Hal,
N ARFEREBBAR G A E B TIRSFIEIRIEIE.

o IENAGE, XERYIZEXFRFEFWHSRIERICR. EXRSGRESIFIERRSE
BEREEER, JIHTZEEZNERE. BUSHNRGIIRIRENFS . HRESIRFH
RIEINRAAHES]. XEEIETURERER BRY || B RN B R B R AIRSINEBIIN, AIRFEF
B, ARG, RYIENFFIE SR st ERF AR I E AR HIEa
BEBETHNBRR. BN, FERBERREISABEHMETRYIZSHER FRISE
TURRERER.

RE—REERNGRRRIZENTFTZIESEINEEFELM]. XATLIHRRSRERTE, HL,
JH, BREFEERNFAFE. ARYIBXFAFIESHEESTHMSER, KFEBHEMNS
BEELAEN, FoBHIER.

RN BXFRAFERITHE, BAERERGR RS GPA, RYIESCRAB—FFI MR
WFHAZR, GPA FIRFRZFAREAN Tt RIRFERIBES IR SR,

ItEoh, pRSRERR BRI Z SRR BT Z BIR SR D B EMEEM T ARk S, BFEE
FRFEZ. BR, HEBE—RARFEHAECT AR, TR THESHAXER, BFE5H
(PEEBHREFAMD. MRFEEZEREEENRITA, HNSHEENSZESITFAFES
aff, BE—OERENTANSER. Wit FERTLUERFFIESHRE—DER, BEER
1THRIEXIER, EIRSE AR,

EREIREEMMTHEREE, FREARS, 8F:

o SRENEERINMEMILERIE,

o REFEFFESHZLREPSMIITE. BEFEXBER, HFEE.

o INSHREEREERFRARINAZRIBEPRIFFEE. WRAFERETIFEARERN TF
ERIBENATH, MFEESFRFREE UG SETENREH TRS, XA
BERmERENIZNEREZAFRRR. Wi, XBAESRMAIFENRIFRRE,
BARRATGRYIZ S AR R,
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Welcome Message from Avenues Shenzhen College Counseling
Dear Avenues Families,

The application process to universities and colleges, especially those overseas, can seem scary
and stressful, the uncertainty overwhelming, the deadlines innumerable, and questions endless.
If students and parents plan early and keep an open mind, carefully consider advice and expertise
from Avenues Shenzhen college counselors and other Avenues Shenzhen educators, you will
instead find university choices to be boundless and the application process to be exciting and
filled with unbridled opportunity. | encourage all students and parents to embrace this process so
that we can find the ‘best fit opportunities’ together.

I hope that this handbook may serve as your guide when you have questions or when you face
uncertainty. Please know that | and my colleagues are always here to support you.

The information in this handbook is accurate at the time it was last updated. It is mainly intended
for Grade 9, Grade 10, Grade 11, and Grade 12 students. However, | do appreciate that families
with students in any grade level may have an interest in college counseling-related matters, and
as such, this handbook is made available to all members of our community. Please know that it is
not an exhaustive resource, but an overview and guide.

If you should at any time have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out.
Thank you for your trust and support.

Francis Miller

Dean and College Counselor
Avenues Shenzhen

Contact Information
Francis Miller
Dean and College Counselor

Francis.miller@avenueschina.cn

What is College Counseling?

The role of the Avenues Shenzhen College Counseling Program is first and foremost to support
and advocate for students as they apply to universities abroad. However, it is also much more
than that.

It is also to advise individual students and parents on topics as diverse as choosing a destination
country/region of study, choosing a university, choosing a major or course, planning for
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admissions testing, selecting co-curricular and/or extracurricular activities, applying to internships,
selecting summer programs, and more. It also includes interest exploration and career counseling.

The college counseling program at Avenues Shenzhen has been put together with input and
foundational concepts from across the Avenues campuses. However, the program has been
tailored by Avenues Shenzhen college counselors to best support our students by taking into
account the many factors that shape our local context as a school in Shenzhen. Avenues
Shenzhen College Counseling aims to provide highly individualized support for each student
through the whole university application process, starting in Grade 10. While this is primarily a
three-year program that focuses on university counseling, there is also formal support for younger
grades including Grade 9, as well as transitional support for Grade 12 students after they have
been accepted to a university program.

Parents, teachers, and Avenues Shenzhen college counselors are each vital to students’ future
university success. Students should strive to build meaningful and respectful relationships with
their teachers, regularly update their parents on college-counseling related topics and decisions,
and openly communicate with their Avenues Shenzhen college counselor. Keeping these key
people involved in their application process and hopes for the future is crucial for successful
college applications.

How to be a More Competitive Applicant

“There are three things extremely hard: steel, a diamond, and to know one’s self.” This is a
quotation from Benjamin Franklin in his publication Poor Richard’s Almanack, published in 1750.

Since 1750, it hasn't gotten much easier to know one’s self. Yet this is most fundamentally what
is required to become a more competitive applicant to colleges abroad. Overwhelmingly, the most
competitive students who seem to gracefully find success in their college applications don’t just
“study harder.” At some point, they spent some significant time and effort to reflect on where they
are right now, where they want to go, and to plan for how they will get there. But they don’t wait
for someone to tell them what to do. The most competitive students have an insatiable thirst for
knowledge and an incessant impatience when it comes to solving problems and getting things
done — it is no different for college applications.

Some general tips, many of which are from students who applied to college before you:

e First and foremost, don’t obsess over trying to meet a particular standard or requirement.
Achieving straight As or a near-perfect score on a standardized test like the ACT, SAT, or
language test like TOEFL, IELTS, or DET is a goal that many students have. However,
strong test scores won’t help you stand out, especially not when so many other applicants
have also achieved the same scores or met the same standards. Dare to be different. Find
your own path, set your own standards, pursue an intellectual activity that you are excited
about, and get to work!

e Use your free time wisely (especially your holidays and time away from school). At
Avenues Shenzhen, students have more free time than many of their peers in more
traditional Chinese schools. Meaningful experiences to which you have committed
significant time and effort will help you stand out from the crowd. Depending on your goals,
doing a structured summer program at a university might be the most productive way to
explore your interest, or it might not be. But if you are considering a trip abroad, think
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about the level of academic supervision and support that you will receive, especially if you
might have an opportunity to visit universities (not just taking selfies) there.

Understand what testing will be required for the universities you want to apply to and plan
and prepare accordingly. U.K. universities generally have strict testing requirements, some
U.S. universities may require standardized tests, and just about all universities abroad
may require some kind of English proficiency test score.

Brainstorm and draft your essays and activity descriptions early. Having well-written
essays and personal statements is important, but more important is being able to
coherently discuss the activities and experiences that are most meaningful to you. You will
likely have to participate in college fairs, interviews, or other interactions where you will
need to introduce yourself and repeat over and over again the same information about
your interests. Don’'t get frustrated — get better at it. Unfortunately no Al chatbot will be
able to describe your activities in better detail than you can.

Meet with your Avenues Shenzhen college counselor early and often. Learn the
application lingo. Complete your college counseling tasks early. While you might not get a
grade for completing a college counseling-related task, that task might play an outsized
role in deciding your future. Excellence isn’t a one-time result — it is a conscious choice to
do your best every day, no matter what.

Philosophy of Best Fit

Students, with the guidance of their Avenues Shenzhen college counselor, should strive to
matriculate to a “best fit” university or college. This is in contrast with simply matriculating into the
highest-ranked university that grants them an acceptance. Finding this “best fit” university or
college must take into account a balance of academic, social, financial, and other factors. This
may be the first time that a student will be so involved in such a major decision about their future.
Parents, teachers, and counselors must be dedicated to supporting students to achieve their
individual goals.

Underlying principles of student-oriented college counseling

Students will participate in the college counseling program from the start of their upper
grades at Avenues Shenzhen;

Students will have adequate time to access college counselors during the school day;
Each student will have a dedicated Avenues Shenzhen college counselor who will
advocate for them, support them, and prioritize individual student needs;

Students will have a dedicated Avenues Shenzhen college counselor who is trained,
professional, aware of the latest trends and application policies at overseas universities,
and who has experience supporting a wide variety of students through the college
application process;

Students will be exposed to and supported in all post-secondary and vocational choices
based on their individual goals, capabilities, strengths, and interests as identified together
with their Avenues Shenzhen college counselor;

Students will be made aware of college application expectations, including ethical decision
making and practices.
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e Students will have ample support to apply to and participate in summer school, enrichment
programs, or other academic or extracurricular programs throughout the year;

e Students will have parents who are educated, engaged, and understand their roles and
responsibilities in the college application planning process;

e Students will have professional teachers who are trained as mentors. Students’ teachers
will get to know them over their high school career, and if asked and agree, will be able to
write compelling, detailed, and personal letters of recommendation to support their college
applications.

Role and Responsibilities

Applying to university requires partnership between the student, parent, and their Avenues
Shenzhen college counselor in helping students prepare to apply to university.

The Avenues Shenzhen college counselor advises students through the application process so
that they are prepared to effectively complete a large number of tasks during what is usually a
very busy and stressful period of time for students and parents. What do counselors do?

e Empower students with the skills and capability to research universities and colleges

e Coordinate university and college visits

e Facilitate one-on-one meetings with students and parents to provide individualized

guidance

e Advise what information should (and should not) be included in a college application

e Advise on selecting universities and creating a balanced university list
Write, create, and/or send official school documents to universities including: initial
transcripts, mid-year transcripts, final transcripts,
Send other supporting documentation as required
Coordinate and provide support for teachers writing Letters of Recommendation
Write a Counselor Letter of Recommendation when required
Assist with essay writing by providing guidance on brainstorming and feedback for revision.
Note that Avenues Shenzhen college counselors do NOT write student essays for them.

The parent is a very important provider of support in the college application process. Discussions
should take place early and often so that everyone involved can have clear expectations and
better-aligned goals. Topics to discuss include:

e Financial considerations

e Preparation of financial documentation, including bank statements or certificates of
deposit

e Payment of application fees as needed (usually requiring a Visa or Mastercard credit card)

e Be aware of deadlines, both for university applications but also for internal Avenues
Shenzhen deadlines, and assisting your student to ensure that these deadlines are not
missed

¢ Read and sign the integrity agreement. See below “Avenues Integrity Agreement”

e Have some kind of international phone plan that will allow students to call and
communicate with universities and service providers, including organizations that facilitate
standardized testing.

e Consider refraining from use of independent counselors. See the section below “Policy
Regarding the Use of Agents”
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The student is expected to take ownership of their college application process. This includes
researching universities and colleges and making subsequent applications to the universities of
their choice. They should seek to develop a list of “best fit” universities and programs, not only at
top-ranked highly-selective institutions, but also ones that are more and most likely to accept them
as well. They can do this by:

Communicating with subject teachers who will eventually write letters of recommendation
Prepare for and interact thoughtfully with university admission officers who visit Avenues
Shenzhen
Frequently log into and use Cialfo, the college application task and data management
platform that Avenues Shenzhen uses, available here.
Keep all important related documents safe and organized, especially any external exam
certificates or score reports that you may have been given. You will need these and they
are not easily replaced.
Ask teachers for letters of recommendation in a timely manner, at least three weeks before
any deadline. Complete the Letters of Recommendation Request Form in a timely manner,
also ideally at least three weeks before any deadline.
Research and compile a “long list” of possible universities and colleges, along with
important related data:
o required grades
required admission tests
English language requirements
location
deadlines
o tuition and cost
Regularly meet and communicate with your dean and Avenues Shenzhen college
counselor about (but not limited to):
o Reading and responding to emails on a daily basis
o Discussing the “long list” of universities and narrowing it down
o Checking your transcript for accuracy
o Completing and sharing application material drafts to your Avenues Shenzhen
college counselor for review and feedback
Completing and submitting application materials to universities on time by their
required deadlines
o Informing counselors of any external deadlines that may require action, allowing
sufficient time of at least two weeks to properly prepare documents
o Informing your Avenues Shenzhen college counselor of all standardized or other
admissions-related testing that has been taken, including the name of the test, the
date, and the score received
o Informing counselors of any application results (including acceptance, denial, or
otherwise), including any scholarships that may have been received or conditions
attached to the offer
Read and sign the integrity agreement. See below “Avenues Integrity Agreement”

O O O O

O

Policy Regarding the Use of Agents and Independent Education
Consultants
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A private agent or independent education consultant offers a wide range of paid services including
assisting with application materials, school selection, writing essays, and so on. However, it
contradicts our school’s model, philosophy, and mission to use an external agent. This is
especially true given the fact that Avenues Shenzhen provides an exceptional level of service in
college counseling delivered by award-winning college counselors who serve in prestigious
leadership positions within the international college counseling community. There are many well-
documented cases across the world where agents have written or fabricated essays and other
application materials for students. This is not only unethical, but it can result in automatic denial,
cancellation of any offers, or potentially more serious consequences as the result of visa fraud:
imprisonment, fines, deportation, or a lifetime ban from entering certain countries.

An increasing number of universities have made clear statements that they do not accept students
who are paying a company or individual to complete the application on their behalf. Avenues
Shenzhen expects all of its students to take responsibility and ownership of their own applications
to universities and colleges. Avenues Shenzhen will ask all students to disclose whether or not
they have engaged the services of an agent or independent consultant.

Avenues provides college counseling as part of your tuition and offers professional advice
throughout the process. The Avenues Shenzhen college counselors will support you on your
college application journey from grade 10 all the way through to your graduation from grade 12
and beyond.

Instead of purchasing services from agencies or independent consultants, consider engaging in
the college application process at Avenues Shenzhen. o your own school research, select your
own schools, complete your application forms and essays yourself, and take your own future into
your hands because no one will understand yourself or care more about your future than you will.

Cialfo Use and Expectations

Cialfo is the online platform that Avenues Shenzhen uses to manage college counseling tasks
and data. It can help students to explore different universities, majors, and careers, as well as
help them match their likes and dislikes to specific colleges or universities. This includes but is
not limited to school size, location, majors offered, financial requirements, standardized testing
requirements, and so on. Cialfo can help students prepare for life after Avenues by helping them
narrow down their fields of interest and supporting them through the process of applying to college.
All students in grades 9-12 will have access to Cialfo and will be expected to use it as part of their
Dean’s Program. Students in Grade 12 must be comfortable using Cialfo as it will be used to
manage their school research, document sending, and even submission of certain applications,
including all applications to U.K. universities.

Avenues SZ Cialfo Website

To log into your Avenues Shenzhen Cialfo student account, go to: htips://avenues.cialfo.cn/
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Annual Objectives (by grade)

Each grade level from 9-12 will, as part of their Dean’s Program, have classes that introduce and
reinforce key knowledge and skills required to confidently navigate the college application process.
Itis important to be well informed about the college application process, but also to meet important
milestones to ensure that students will have adequately considered the options available to them
and to identify which options can best suit their needs and wants.

Throughout students’ time at Avenues, they will participate in Dean’s Program classes, but there
will also be admissions officers from a wide range of universities and colleges visiting Avenues
Shenzhen. This provides students with an environment to talk with admission officers to learn
more about the merits or drawbacks of study in a particular location or field. By the time students
finish grade 11 and are about to start grade 12, students should have a clear understanding not
only of what they want in a future universities or course of study, but also of what a “best fit”
university might look like for them.

For Grade 9 Students

This year is about a strong finish to grade 9, but also about laying the foundation for upper grades
academic success and preparing for college applications. Students will be introduced to the
basics of college counseling throughout the school year, formally about once per month in their
Dean’s Program, but also through college counseling-related events, communications, and
especially college visits from university admission officers. Students will be responsible for
learning how to use several important tools for exploring their future opportunities, especially the
platform Cialfo. Students will need to create their Cialfo accounts, be comfortable logging into the
platform, and be able to access and use the tools and task management functions well. At the
beginning of the year, students will develop SMART goals which they will regularly review, revise,
and communicate with their Avenues Shenzhen college counselor. By developing an awareness
of a college profile and identity, students can better appreciate the importance of using their time
to identify strengths, learn more about themselves, and pursue activities that will allow them to
develop their interests to prepare for a future course of study.

Students will be assigned the study skills assessment from Human eSources on Cialfo. Based on
their results, students will discuss with their Dean or other faculty and staff on how they can best
utilize the resources that Avenues has to offer in order to excel in school.

Additionally, Avenues Shenzhen college counselors will provide guidance to students on time
management. This includes managing the stress from a heavy workload at school and from class
work, but more importantly how to make important decisions. This includes choosing classes, co-
curricular activities, and summer planning. Students will be encouraged to continue activities in
which they have found joy or success, and to try new activities such as sports, community service,
art, music, academic research or others. This is especially important as an opportunity for
students to identify a suitable competitive sport for grades 10, 11, and 12. This is because Upper
Grades students are expected to acquire WAM credits through participation on sports teams,
which are required to graduate.

Finally, this also includes noting that if a student is planning to apply to U.K. universities, they

should anticipate and prepare properly to take standardized tests that are required for their future
course of study, such as AP or A Level tests.
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For Grade 10 Students

In this grade, students will build on what they learned in Grade 9 by continuing college counseling-
related classes about once per month in their Dean’s Program. Students will continue to use their
time in class and familiarity with Cialfo to explore their interests, universities, and potential majors.

Students will complete the “Multiple Intelligences” assessment from Human eSources on Cialfo.
Based on their results, students will discuss with their Dean or other academic advising staff on
how they can best identify which potential majors or careers might be a best fit.

Students will be counseled on which classes, sports, and activities they will pursue throughout
Grade 10. As activities play a significant role especially in U.S. and U.K. applications, students
will receive guidance to thoughtfully choose which activities they want to continue through Grade
10, which new activities they may want to try, and which activities they could discontinue. Students
should be focused on activities that interest them in the arts, community service, a sport, or
otherwise.

Because universities are unequivocal that student grades and performance in school is the most
important factor, students will be advised to focus on their classes and complete the hard work
necessary to get the best possible grades. At the same time, students will be encouraged to build
a profile of meaningful experiences and skills through a range of co-curricular activities, since this
is an important way to demonstrate to universities exploration of and commitment to a particular
interest. Universities expect consistency, commitment, leadership, and thoughtful pursuit of
interests through co-curricular or extra-curricular activities.

In college counseling classes, students will also understand how they can better plan for grade
11 opportunities and experiences to be more competitive in the application process, including
those inside of and outside of school. They will understand resiliency, apply ways to become more
resilient, learn more about how to consider different factors for decision making, and start to
consider the process of researching careers and majors/courses, especially so that their class
selection for grade 11 is based on well-informed choices.

Students will review their grade 11 course selection with their Avenues Shenzhen college
counselor to ensure that thoughtful choices are made to prepare for possible or definite future
plans.

For Grade 11 Students

Students in grade 11 will have college counseling classes during their Dean’s Program, as well
as individual counseling sessions. Over the course of the year, students will be required to reflect
on their learning at Avenues, as well as identify their strengths and values. Using what is ideally
a heightened self-awareness, students will actively research higher education opportunities in
different countries, including different universities, majors and courses, different rankings systems,
minimum entry requirements, and the time and financial commitments that different degrees may
require. After this process, students will ideally have a good idea about how to “stand out from the
crowd” and leverage their strengths and self-awareness to produce a unique and competitive
college application.
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One of the primary aims is to use Cialfo to build a “long list”, in other words a list of universities
and colleges to which the student has a strong interest in applying, but also a range of other
schools that could potentially be a good fit. Students should be familiar with the terms “likely,”
“target,” “reach,” and “far reach”, which are various levels of the likelihood of acceptance and will
be assigned by an Avenues Shenzhen college counselor.

Before May 1, students must have decided and requested letters of recommendation from their
teachers. For students applying to U.S. universities, this should be two letters written by two
different class teachers, ideally one in the humanities and the other in STEM (although there are
exceptions). For U.K. universities, the Avenues Shenzhen college counselor will complete the
referee statement, unless agreed upon otherwise between the college counselor and student.

For students planning to apply to U.S. universities that require the SAT or ACT, it is recommended
to prepare and take the SAT or ACT in the fall, winter and/or spring of Grade 11, so that these
scores will be known before entering Grade 12.

If students plan to apply to Oxford or Cambridge in the U.K., they should communicate these
plans with their counselor as early as possible so that adequate preparations can be made.
Students will be expected to make good use of the time given to them to craft their applications.

For Grade 12 Students

From the start of the year, parents and students meet with their Avenues Shenzhen college
counselor to discuss and confirm a school list and application plan. This includes deciding which
university, which program(s) they are most interested in, and signing the Avenues Integrity
Agreement.

Grade 12 students have highly individualized counselling throughout the application process.
Before applications are sent, students are highly encouraged and have ample opportunity to meet
with their college counselor before sending. Transcripts and other documents are prepared by the
college counselor as required, according to applications sent by the student. Please note that
especially for U.S. university applications, college counselors will usually only send supporting
documents after a student has submitted their application, not before.

Grade 12 students are responsible for communicating with their counselors clearly and regularly
about any external deadlines, score requirements, or document sending requests, but especially
should communicate with their counselor as early as possible for the following plans to apply:
¢ To the University of Oxford
To the University of Cambridge
To a highly competitive program in the U.K. such as medicine
To a US university through an Early Decision agreement
To a US university through an Early Action agreement (including Single-choice or
Restrictive Early Action)
e To a fine art, architecture, music/conservatory, or other specialized program that may
require a portfolio or audition materials

This is because these application plans involve earlier deadlines or significantly increased
preparation work, and as such, they require significantly earlier planning and coordination
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between the student and their Avenues Shenzhen college counselor. Counselors are involved in
each stage in order to advise and guide the student to achieve the best outcome.

After students have finished submitting their applications to colleges and universities, they are still
expected to attend school, maintain a regular class schedule, and put forth full effort in each
academic subject. College counseling will provide insight and tips on how to navigate transition
items, such as how to select a final university to attend, how to choose housing, how to apply for
a visa, how to choose classes, how to make the most of career counseling services, and more.
For students who may receive deferral, waitlist, conditional offers, or other decisions with
potentially complex implications, families should plan to discuss these together with their Avenues
Shenzhen college counselor to determine the best course of action. Any students considering
alternative pathways, including a gap year, should let their college counselor know as soon as
possible: gap years as well as other special programs usually require an application and
significant planning.

University Application Numbers

Avenues Shenzhen college counselors appreciate that parents, besides paying the future tuition
bill, also have a big influence and role to play in college application decisions. Students must
communicate early and often about their educational goals. At some universities, the decision
about what to study can be postponed one or even two years. At other universities, students must
decide when they apply or immediately when they begin classes, and may be locked into that
area of study from the first day. Regardless, there are several extremely important questions that
must be asked:

What will my life be like in a new country?

Do | have the motivation to study and work hard?

Why do | want to study a particular major or course?

What subjects do | enjoy? What subjects am | good at?

Avenues Shenzhen college counselors will not impose a limit on the number of applications each
student submits. That being said, if students have done sufficient research and have thoughtfully
built a school list, it is unnecessary to submit more than about 10-15 applications to gain multiple
offers of admission (where UCAS, the University of California, and similar single-application/multi-
institution application systems may count as one application).

Applying to significantly more than 15 universities potentially demonstrates a lack of serious and
thoughtful decision making. Applying to a university is a serious decision that should be treated
with thoughtful consideration.

Moreover, students who spend more time and effort applying to significantly more universities will
divide their attention between more applications. This is likely to result in applications that are less
competitive. This will hurt their chances of acceptance, especially at highly selective universities.
If students are considering applying to highly-selective institutions, it is even more important that
they carefully and thoughtfully consider the universities to which they plan to apply.
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Requesting Transcripts and Disciplinary Reporting

To request a transcript for university applications, students simply need to discuss with their
college counselor.Any other transcript requests should be submitted through Avenues’ official
Transcript Request Form.

Most universities require high school transcripts as part of the application process for
undergraduate first year entry. In most cases, your Avenues Shenzhen college counselor will use
Cialfo to send transcripts directly to universities. After their dean and/or college counselor has
approved the request, the students’ transcript will be sent to the receiving institution. If a physical
paper copy of a transcript is required to be mailed, these requests should be made at least four
weeks prior to the date on which the transcript must be received. As some institutions, especially
those in South Korea and Japan, still request printed hard-copy paper transcripts, requests made
too close to an upcoming deadline risk having your transcript not arrive in time to meet that
deadline.

Please note that at Avenues Shenzhen, there is an important distinction between report cards
and transcripts. Report cards are issued to Secondary Division families at the end of each marking
period. In contrast, transcripts are issued by the Avenues Shenzhen registrar and are used for
reporting a student’s academic record to external institutions. According to industry best practices,
transcripts are generally not shared with students or parents.

In some specific cases students and parents may need a copy of the transcript. As such, the
Avenues Shenzhen registrar may issue two kinds of transcripts:

¢ Unofficial Transcripts. unofficial transcript. An Unofficial Transcript will have all of the same
information as the student’s official transcript, but contains certain features that clearly
indicate that it is unofficial transcript. Students may request unofficial transcripts at any
time using the Transcript Request Form, but must provide a purpose for the request. Some
university or other programs may require students to have access to their unofficial
transcripts. An example is the University of California which requires first year applicants
to self-report all coursework and grades.

e Official Transcripts. This is Avenues Shenzhen’s official record of a student’s academic
achievement. It has the same information included in the unofficial transcript. It lists all of
the courses a student has taken, the grades they have achieved, as well as credits earned.
The grades are listed in chronological order by term. These official transcripts are sent
directly by Avenues Shenzhen to external institutions, such as universities or colleges,
upon request. Before sending an official transcript, Avenues Shenzhen college counselors
may request the student to demonstrate that they are preparing to apply or have already
applied to an external institution. Otherwise, students may only request transcripts if they
have already graduated or are no longer enrolled at Avenues Shenzhen.

Universities expect transcripts to be sent directly by an Avenues Shenzhen college counselor.
This maintains the integrity of Avenues Shenzhen transcripts and increases the authenticity and
utility of transcripts, as well as maintaining our school’s reputation. When universities receive a
transcript directly from an Avenues Shenzhen college counselor, they will know that it can be
trusted and will not have been altered in any way.
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Avenues Shenzhen does not rank students, nor report a GPA on final transcripts. Unlike Avenues
Shenzhen’s outcomes-based system of assessment, GPA and rankings are not a fair
representation of student ability or achievement.

Additionally, the transcript includes reporting of discipline or other infractions a student has
received during their time at Avenues Shenzhen, including but not limited to suspensions. The
transcript will generally not, however, describe the nature of the infraction in detail. For more
information on this, please see the Family Handbook. If a student has received an infraction during
their time at Avenues, they are encouraged to work with their dean and college counselor to craft
a statement explaining the infraction. In addition, students may request that their college
counselor write a statement clarifying any circumstances around the infraction to offer context to
the events.

Transparent reporting of infractions is essential for many reasons, including:

e ltisinline with the values and ethics of Avenues;

e Colleges and universities expect that college counselors and students are communicating
with them transparently. Adhering to our policies maintains credibility.

e It protects students within the world of competitive college admissions. If a college or
university later discovers a student’s infraction through informal channels without the
student or school having reported it first in the expected way or through the expected
channel, this can severely damage Avenues Shenzhen’s relationship with this college or
university. Moreover, it may threaten the student’s candidacy and future applicants from
Avenues Shenzhen.

Admission committees are almost always more concerned with the manner in which students
respond to disciplinary action than the actual events leading up to any particular infraction. A
mature and thoughtful response to an infraction demonstrates growth and development as a
young adult.

Application Timeline (for the class of 2026)

Grade 11

Start of Fall and Spring Semesters: Students and Parents attend College Counseling Seminars.
This will include a welcome to the college application process, an overview of important college
counseling tasks, helpful planning information, as well as policy and deadline reminders.

Throughout fall and spring semesters: meetings with Student, Parents, and Avenues Shenzhen
college counselor to discuss steps for application preparation. This will include reviewing test
results and the student’s testing plan, middle school transcripts, results from the school selection
questionnaire, and the students long list of schools.

April: Students should have completed at least one draft of both a U.S. and U.K. personal
statement.

May: Students should have signed and turned in their Avenues Integrity Agreement to their
Avenues Shenzhen college counselor. Students should have met with the subject teachers from
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whom they are requesting letters of recommendation. Based on the students’ intended
major/course as well as country/region destination, this may differ:
e For the U.S. one STEM and one English, Language, or other Humanities teacher for a
total of 2
e Forthe U.K. complete the U.K. recommendation request form
e For Hong Kong, Korea, or Japan, two referees specific to the subjects the student intends
to study

These are guidelines. There are always exceptions. Students should plan to discuss their choices
for letter of recommendation writers in detail with their subject teachers and Avenues Shenzhen
college counselor.

June 1: Students must meet this deadline to turn in their Letter of Recommendation Form to each
of the teachers who have agreed to write a letter for them. Students should have a long list of at
least 15-30 universities listed on their Cialfo account.
June-August: Students should:
¢ finish researching universities (application timelines and deadlines, requirements, majors,
fit, admission tests, interviews) and visit if able
e Revise the U.S. Common Application personal statement, University of California personal
insight questions, and any supplemental essay drafts (if applying to the U.S.)
¢ Revise the U.K. personal statement (if applying to the U.K.)
e Revise any other essays required by universities in Canada, Japan, or Hong Kong (if
applying to those destinations)
¢ Narrow the long list from 15-30 colleges and universities to 10-15 colleges and universities.
Students should be ready to confirm their Early Action/Early Decision/Oxford/Cambridge
application plans if applicable.
e Take full advantage of summer opportunities: volunteering, internships, university visits,
academic enrichment programs, continuing extracurricular activities

Grade 12

September: Students and Parents should meet individually by appointment with their Avenues
Shenzhen college counselor. Students should be at an advanced stage of writing any required
supplementary essays. Transcript requests and new testing results should be submitted to your
Avenues Shenzhen college counselor. Students should register to take any U.K. admission tests
(if applicable). If applying U.S. Early Decision/U.S. Early Action/Oxford/Cambridge/U.K. medicine
or dentistry or veterinary medicine, then the meeting should include parents. This should also
include a confirmation of a final school list, intended majors/courses, and application plans.
Unless there are extreme or extenuating circumstances, this final school list should not be
changed. Any requests for changes should be submitted to your Avenues College counselor no

later than one month before an application deadline. -

September — December: at various dates applications open worldwide for universities in various
countries/regions/states, including Canada, Hong Kong, Japan, Europe, University of California,
and more. It is ultimately the student’s responsibility to check and keep track of important dates
and deadlines for college applications.
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October 1: This is the internal deadline for October 15 application plans to be reviewed with your
Avenues Shenzhen college counselor.

October 2: Deadline for conservatoire music applications to U.K. universities.

October 15: some Early Action deadlines for U.S. universities. University of Oxford, University of
Cambridge, and U.K. programs in medicine, dentistry, and veterinary medicine programs deadline
to submit. You should plan to review your applications with a November 1 deadline with your
Avenues Shenzhen college counselor.

November 1: The Early Action and Early Decision deadlines for many U.S. universities and liberal
arts colleges.

November 15: The Early Action and Early Decision deadlines for some U.S. universities and
liberal arts colleges. This is also the internal deadline by which you must review your University
of California application with your Avenues Shenzhen college counselor.

November 30: University of California application deadline.

December 1: This is the internal deadline by which you must review your applications with a
January deadline.

December-April: If accepted by an Early Decision (ED) choice school, within one week withdraw
all of your other applications and notify your Avenues Shenzhen college counselor by email.

January: Many U.S. universities have regular decision (RD) application deadlines throughout the
month of January.

January 29: Deadline for U.K. applications through UCAS to guarantee equal consideration
April: Students reply to university decisions. This includes declining acceptances from all
universities to which you are certain that you will not matriculate. Carefully read and follow any
waitlist instructions, if applicable.

May 1: U.S. university and college official candidate reply date. For students planning to attend a
U.S. or Canadian university, this is the deadline to communicate your decision and to submit a
deposit.

May 15: Students must meet with their Avenues Shenzhen college counselor to review a final
checklist regarding your matriculation, including complete acceptances listing in Cialfo. Students
must complete the Avenues Shenzhen College Counseling Survey. This must be completed to
graduate, as well as guarantee that your final transcript will be sent to your university.

July 5: Clearing opens for eligible U.K. applicants and vacancies are searchable on UCAS

Choosing a University or College
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At Avenues Shenzhen, college counselors will guide students to find a best-fit college or university.
But what does “best fit” mean?

Best fit is simply a college or university that will be able to support you inside and outside of the
classroom, as well as enable you to be your best self today and become who you want to be in
the future. This means providing an academically stimulating environment to learn, opportunities
outside of classes to get involved in social, athletic, or other activities, and support for any
additional needs. A best fit university’s culture will be able to nurture your passions. For example,
if you are more relaxed towards your academic work, then your “best fit” university might be one
with a less intensive academic environment, but provides a rich array of extracurricular and social
opportunities.

As for the various factors that can affect this fit, they are practically limitless. It is common for
students to use rankings to determine which university to apply to. However, rankings vary from
one country to another, and from one ranking system to another system. Rankings alone do not
truly reflect the quality of an institution. This is because rankings only take into account a select
few data points about each institution and are unable to take into account all aspects. Avenues
Shenzhen college counselors will strongly encourage students to look beyond rankings to find
their “best fit” colleges and universities. Students should not only consider colleges and
universities that look good on paper, but dig deeper to understand what makes a university
education and experience so valuable and to identify what that kind of experience should include
for them.

In determining best fit, one factor stands out above the rest: location. Attending a university
anywhere in the world is a limitless choice and boundless opportunity. This is exciting, but can
also be a bit overwhelming. So before you dive into other factors, make sure that first and foremost
you are well-informed about location: what kind of country, region, or place is it that you want to
go?

Other factors that you can and should consider are:

e Availability of academic programs — do the available academic programs match your
interests?

¢ Application requirements — do you meet the requirements? If not now, can you by the time
you apply?

e University size — smaller or larger?

e Percentage of International Students — higher or lower?

e Social or Sporting Clubs or Organizations — do they match your interests? Could you set
up a new one?

e Values of the university — is there a strong presence of political, religious, or other views?

e Education Model — is there a core curriculum? Are there large lecture sizes? What is the
student/professor ratio?

¢ Internships, Co-op or other experiential opportunities — what and where can students go
in the summer? What industry placements are there? Do students have opportunity to
study or work abroad (away from their university’s home country) for a year?

e Transportation — how easy is it to get to the university? Is there a good link from campus
to nearby cities by bus/rail/bicycle? How expensive is transport?

¢ Room and Board — are you required to live at school? Is on-campus housing guaranteed?
Where do most students live? Will you need to share a room or bathrooms? Will you need
to enroll in a meal plan or will you need to cook for yourself?
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e Finances — Are there scholarships available? What are the living expenses and fees
outside of tuition?

¢ Outcomes — what do students usually do after graduating from your target major?

e Length of Degree — do you want a 3 year bachelors? 4 year bachelors? Dual or combined
degree programs between preprofessional schools like engineering, business, or nursing?
Accelerated programs in medicine?

e Flexibility in study — are you certain about your course or major of study? Is there a
possibility you might want to change later?

It is very important to carefully research colleges and universities. Students in grades 9-11 will
have dedicated time at school to learn about how best to conduct effective school research. Cialfo
should be every Avenues Shenzhen’s student’s first stop to learn more about universities abroad.
There will be ample opportunities to meet with admission officers who visit Avenues Shenzhen,
to explore online materials, or even to travel to visit universities abroad. There is limited time
available, so making the most of that time to productively and efficiently explore options is of the
utmost importance.

Once you have an idea about what you want to study, you will need to carefully investigate
whether or not these particular programs have additional application requirements. This is
especially true for art, design, architecture, music, and generally other fine arts or performing arts
programs. But other programs may have additional requirements too. Moreover, you will want to
find some additional information to help you figure out if this course is right for you:

¢ Will this course/major give you an advantage in a field or career that interests you?

e Will this course/major involve a more practical, hands-on approach or will it be more

theoretical?

e Wil you be mostly studying on your own, or will you need to do many group projects and
assignments?
What internships do students in this major usually get?
Where do students usually work after they graduate?
How much time will you spend in lectures?
How much face time can you expect with professors in this department?
How large are the classes?
How will course assessments work and how much do they determine your final grades?
Is there an opportunity to do research with a professor?
What does undergraduate or graduate-level research in your course/major look like?
Are you required to write a thesis or dissertation?

Avenues Shenzhen students should remember: it is not where you go, but what you do that
matters most!

Making the Most of College Visits or College Fairs

College visits and fairs are usually when university admission representatives visit Avenues
Shenzhen(or other local area schools in Shenzhen) to share first-hand information with our
students about student life at their institutions, academic opportunities, application requirements,
and more. Since it is usually impossible for students to travel to visit all of the schools on their list,
any university or college admissions officer’'s visit to Avenues represents an exceptional
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opportunity to learn about what qualities make that particular school special, consider if it could
be a best fit school, and practice communication skills that are important to the college application
process, like self-introductions and email follow-up.

If you find yourself fortunate to be traveling abroad with an opportunity to visit colleges and
universities, then planning ahead of time can make each visit far more productive and valuable.
A sample timeline is below:

e 6 months before you travel — decide which schools you want to visit, check your passport
and any entry requirements to ensure there are adequate pages or to acquire necessary
visas

e 3 months before — book necessary travel including air, rail, hotel rooms, or otherwise

¢ 1-2 months before — schedule a college tour and register for an information session with
each college

e Day of your visit — arrive early. DO NOT arrive late. Ask thoughtful questions. Try to
imagine yourself attending this college.

e After your visit — send a follow-up email to introduce yourself, thank your tour guide and
information session presenter, and to ask any additional questions you might have.

Before visiting universities, you should also prepare a list of questions to ask. Ideally, you should
have at least one question about each of the following topic areas:

Majors, courses, academic programs

Admission processes and requirements

Scholarships, financial aid, cost of attendance, or other financials
Classroom experience

Academic rigor

Student-faculty interactions

On-campus learning opportunities outside of class

Campus culture, student life, clubs, intramural or competitive sports
Academic and/or career advising

Dormitories and dining or food services (consider finding students who are not leading the
tour to ask these questions and receive authentic opinions)

e Health, fitness, counseling, or other wellness services

e Other campus services for students

When you visit, ensure that you see:
e Dormitories
Dining halls or any food service locations
Study areas and common spaces like libraries or lounges
Classrooms
Public transportation options
Gyms, fields, or other facilities if sports are important to you

Demonstrated Interest

A note for when you visit universities or colleges, or when admissions reps visit Avenues
Shenzhen: you should share your Avenues Shenzhen official student email address with them.
You should also use your official school email to sign up for newsletters, bulletins, or other regular
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emails from university admission offices. This is especially true for your top choice universities
and colleges in the U.S. This is because of a factor in admissions decisions called “demonstrated
interest.”

What is “demonstrated interest’?

It is data that colleges collect that show how “interested” a student is in attending their school.
This can range from data about visiting a university, participating in an interview, or even
something as simple as opening an email from the university. For example, if a student receives
an email, but doesn’t open that email, or opens the email but doesn’t click any of the links inside
of it, then that student will be considered to have less demonstrated interest than a student who
does open the email and click the links inside. This kind of electronic engagement is extremely
important not only to learn more about the universities you want to attend, but also to demonstrate
your interest.

Gap Year

Students at Avenues Shenzhen will discuss why a gap year might be worth considering, what a
gap year entails, and how to prepare for a gap year. While a gap year can be incredibly helpful
for a student to develop increased maturity, explore the world and their academic interests, or to
develop existing skills, gap years come with certain definite risks which may far outweigh potential
gains. Students seriously considering a gap year should be sure to communicate this possibility
with their Avenues Shenzhen college counselor as early as possible.

Many students who initially express enthusiasm for a gap year often fail to recognize that they will
be required to submit an application to their future university to meet certain requirements
necessary before being approved for a gap year. Additionally, this application usually requires the
clear articulation of a plan not only for how the time on a gap year would be spent, but also how
it would allow the student to better prepare for their time at university. If students fail to adequately
prepare for their gap year either by applying unsuccessfully, or without properly planning their gap
year schedule and activities, it is less probable that they will have a productive gap year.

Early Decision and Other Application Plans, Rounds, and Policies
Why does Early Decision matter and what is it?

Early Decision is an application plan that many U.S. universities offer to students. On the one
hand, students can get their application result earlier. Additionally, acceptance rates for applicants
who apply early decision can be higher at some universities (but not all universities) than for those
who apply to the same university under a later application plan.

In order to apply Early Decision, students (and their parents and their Avenues Shenzhen college
counselor) must together sign an agreement with the university that if the student is given an offer
of acceptance, they must withdraw all other applications (even those to other countries) and enroll
at the university. This so-called “binding” decision means that students are not allowed to apply
to more than one school through an Early Decision plan at a time. Moreover, an Early Decision
application cannot be withdrawn.
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However, with the conditions in the agreement that students sign, itisn’'t so simple as just deciding
to apply Early Decision. Choosing to apply Early Decision requires extensive planning, self
reflection, commitment, signing an agreement, and follow-up. A student should only apply Early
Decision if they can confidently answer “yes” to the following questions:

e Are you 100% totally in love with this college or university?

¢ Would you absolutely without reservation attend this college or university if accepted?

¢ Have you visited campus or do you know enough about the school to confidently say you
would be happy living there?

e If the school requires standardized test scores, are yours in the range of the scores of
other students who have been accepted?

e Are your grades, extracurricular activities, and support from your teachers and Avenues
Shenzhen college counselor so strong that you feel like you have a reasonable chance of
being accepted?

e Are you and your family able to afford the tuition at this university?

Students should discuss each of these questions with their parents and their Avenues Shenzhen
college counselor. If, ultimately, students aren’t able to confidently answer yes to all of these
questions, then they should not apply Early Decision. The only exceptions to this are for recruited
athletes and, in some cases, U.S. citizens: If a coach at the university has directly communicated
in writing that a student will have their full support in the admissions process, then Early Decision
could be a great choice. However, students should discuss this early with their Avenues Shenzhen
college counselor, who can contact the admissions office to ensure that the coach’s opinion will
be included in the admissions decision-making process.

Other application plans in the U.S., also known as “rounds” or “options”, include the following:

e Early Decision ll: this is a binding application plan similar to Early Decision, but is usually
later in the year for students who unfortunately were not accepted by their Early Decision
school. It gives students a great opportunity, especially those who work hard to improve
their grades in school, increase their GPA, raise their test scores, or put in significant work
towards a meaningful co-curricular or extra curricular activity.

e Early Action: this is a non-binding application plan. Students may apply to multiple colleges
or universities through Early Action plans. If accepted, there is no obligation to attend.
These applications are usually due in November.

e Restrictive Early Action or Single Choice Early Action: like Early Action, this is a non-
binding application plan. This means that if students are accepted, they are not obligated
to attend. However, students are prohibited from applying to another university through an
Early Decision or Early Action plan (with the exception of Early Action plans to public
universities). These applications are usually due in November. (Note that only seven
extremely selective U.S. universities offer this application plan.)

e Regular Decision: this is a non-binding application plan. You can apply to multiple
universities and colleges. These applications may be due anywhere from mid-autumn all
the way through late winter and into the spring.

¢ Rolling Admissions: this is a non-binding application plan. Colleges will review applications
as they are complete or submitted with all of the required elements, as opposed to waiting
until after a specific deadline. However, students should apply early to get extra
consideration. Otherwise, as spots fill up, students applying later compete for fewer
available spots.
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Other universities in other countries will have different application plans and deadlines. For
example:

e For applicants to U.K. universities, the deadline for applicants to Oxford, Cambridge, and
most courses in dentistry, medicine, and veterinary medicine/science is October 15. The
equal consideration date for applications to most courses is January 29.

e For the University of Hong Kong, their first round of applications usually closes on
November 15. Afterwards, applications are considered on a rolling basis, but admission is
far more selective.

e For universities in the Netherlands, you must submit your application through Studielink
before January 15 for consideration for a numerus fixus program. For most other programs,
the application deadline is May 1.

These deadlines were up to date at the time of writing, but may change according to individual

university policy updates. If you have questions about these or other application plans, please
reach out directly to your Avenues Shenzhen college counselor.
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Avenues Shenzhen Integrity Agreement
Avenues Shenzhen Integrity Agreement, Class of 2025

I, (student name), am a student at Avenues Shenzhen in
the graduating class of 2025. | understand and agree that:

All application essays and personal statements for university applications are to be written by me,
the student.

All applications must be completed and submitted by me, the student, my applications must be
truthful and to the best of my abilities represent me and who | am as honestly as possible.

I, the student, should review all components of each university application with my Avenues
Shenzhen college counselor, including essays. | also understand that | may be required to provide
submitted application materials to my school-based counselor at Avenues Shenzhen and must
do so upon request.

My Avenues Shenzhen college counselor is required to report to universities any intentional
misrepresentation or lapse of integrity, discipline report, or changes to courses. This includes
courses in Grade 12, either taken or projected.

Requesting a transcript or other document does not mean it will be processed immediately.
Avenues Shenzhen college counselors will ensure that requests are processed and submitted by
a university deadline. | understand that | do not choose what grades or other information are
reported on a transcript or other school document.

Digital versions of official transcripts or other official school documents will not be given to me,
the student.

I must use Avenues Shenzhen’s CEEB code, 002403, when registering for university events,
standardized tests, or when otherwise required to provide my school’'s CEEB code.

I must provide my Avenues Shenzhen college counselor with each and every test score result for
any standardized tests that | take, including but not limited to the SAT, ACT, TOEFL, IELTS,
Duolingo, AP, or others. This is formally accomplished by either bringing a paper copy of the
results to share with your counselor or emailing a screenshot of results to your counselor.

If | plan to enter into an Early Decision (ED) or other kind of accelerated or binding application
plan with a university, | will take care to understand this agreement and to abide by it. | understand
that applying through an Early Decision application plan that I, my parents, and my Avenues
Shenzhen college counselor have all signed an agreement. | understand that according to this
agreement, | may not submit multiple Early Decision applications and may not withdraw an Early
Decision application. Additionally, should | be accepted under this application plan, | will need to
withdraw all of my other applications within one week of notice of acceptance and will not submit
additional applications. This includes applications to universities in other countries.

I do/do not plan to apply through an Early Decision (ED) application plan.

45



A

(If applicable) Name of the university:

| should not temporarily deposit or begin matriculation at one university while waiting for a
response for another university, even if that university is in another country. If | decide to take such
a course of action, | understand that my Avenues Shenzhen college counselor may be obligated
to contact the universities and make them aware of my actions.

I must provide my counselor with regular updates about decisions, which include but are not
limited to offers, conditions or terms of those offers, unsuccessful decisions, scholarship
information, or if deferred or waitlisted. Additionally, students who plan to matriculate to a
university for the following academic year must make a deposit, and must communicate this with
their Avenues Shenzhen college counselor.

If I, the student, am found to have been untruthful or unfaithful to the above agreed-upon
statements, Avenues Shenzhen and its teachers may be obligated to submit an amendment to
my school report detailing misconduct or refuse to submit or amend official documentation
including but not limited to an official transcript, counselor recommendation, and final report.

By signing this form, | am reaffirming my understanding and agreement to the statements listed
above.

2024/ /
(Student Signature) (YYYY/MM/DD)
2024 / /
(Parent Signature) (YYYY/MM/DD)
2024 / /
(Second Parent Signature, optional) (YYYY/MM/DD)
2024 / /

(Avenues Shenzhen College Counselor Signature) (YYYY/MM/DD)
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Exceptional Resources and Useful Links

A collection of links from external websites with important information for supporting the college
search, university application process, and other related activities.

Books:
FHZFZiE (English: Admission Matters), Translated by Wan Xiaofeng. This is the authoritative

book that dives into all of the most important topics in U.S. university and college admissions. The
Chinese translation, accomplished by Associate Dean of Admission and Coordinator of
International Recruitment at Amherst College, is masterful in how it clearly articulates and
explains even complex and convoluted topics to a Chinese audience.

Application Platforms:
ApplyAlberta — the system used to apply to universities in Alberta, Canada.

ApplyBC — the system used to apply to universities in British Columbia, Canada.

Coalition Application - Also known as the Coalition for Access, Affordability and Success (CAAS),
an alternative to the Common Application. Another platform that many students use to apply to
U.S. colleges and universities.

Common Application - the platform students use to apply to many colleges and universities in the
u.S.

Ontario Universities’ Application Centre (OUAC) - the system used to apply to universities in
Ontario, Canada.

Studielink — the system used to apply to universities in The Netherlands.
UCAS - the system used to apply to U.K. universities.

University of California Application - the system used to apply to the University of California
schools, including Los Angeles, Berkeley, San Diego, Davis, Santa Barbara, Irvine, Santa Cruz,
Merced, and Riverside. Please note that the University of California San Francisco does not have
any undergraduate programs and that the University of Southern California is not part of this
system.

Official Government-provided Resources:

Campus France — the official resource from the French government for students interested in
studying in France.

EducationUSA — the U.S. State Department’s official resource for students interested in studying
in the U.S.

Study Australia — the official resource from the Australian government for students interested in
studying in Australia.

Study in Canada — the official resource from the Canadian government for students interested in
studying in Canada.
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https://applyalberta.ca/
https://apply.educationplannerbc.ca/
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.ouac.on.ca/
https://www.studielink.nl/
https://www.ucas.com/
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/
https://chine.campusfrance.org/zh-hans
https://educationusa.state.gov/
https://www.studyaustralia.gov.au/
https://www.studyincanada.com/
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Study in NL — the official resource from the government of the Netherlands for students interested
in studying in the Netherlands.

StudyUK — the official resource from the U.K. government for students interested in studying in
the U.K.

Study with New Zealand - the official resource from the New Zealand government for students
interested in studying in New Zealand.

Other Links:

ACT — the provider of the standardized test known as the ACT, an alternative to College Board’s
SAT.

Avenues Shenzhen’s Cialfo platform — this resource is specifically for Avenues Shenzhen
students. Log on using your Avenues Shenzhen student email address to access a world of
information about thousands of universities around the world!

CampusTours — useful for getting a preview of what a campus actually looks like.

College Board — the official provider of the SAT, AP tests, and related information and support
materials. Also where you can find the CSS profile.

Duolingo English Test — an online English language proficiency test accepted by thousands of
universities around the world.

Finaid - a website dedicated to explaining the complexities of financial aid.

IELTS China — an English language proficiency test accepted by thousands of universities around
the world.

InitialView — one of two providers of third party interviews. The other is Vericant. InitialView is also
a provider of Junior Interviews, an interview practice service, as well as the Tuesday Talk series,
a popular series of online sessions where students can interact directly with admissions officers
from selective U.S. universities and colleges.

Khan Academy — a free provider of online courses, including free SAT prep.

Match Powered by Concourse — an application platform, but different in that it offers a “reverse”
style of college applications, where universities only send students offers, no rejections.

NACAC advice for students — this free resource from the National Association for College
Admission Counseling. While it is hyper-focused on the process of applying to U.S. universities
and colleges, it includes much useful information including a guide to the admission process, tips
for how to prepare, and information about universities across the U.S.

NCAA — the National Collegiate Athletics Association. The official governing body of college and
university sports in the U.S.

Pioneer Academics — the only accredited and most competitive provider of research programs for
high school students.
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https://www.studyinnl.org/
https://study-uk.britishcouncil.org/
https://www.studywithnewzealand.govt.nz/en
https://www.act.org/
https://avenues.cialfo.cn/
https://campustours.com/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://englishtest.duolingo.cn/
https://finaid.org/
https://www.chinaielts.org/
https://cn.initialview.com/
https://zh.khanacademy.org/digital-sat
https://discover.concourseglobal.net/
https://www.nacacnet.org/student/
https://www.ncaa.org/
https://pioneeracademics.com/
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TOEFL China — an English language proficiency test accepted by thousands of universities
around the world.

Udentity — an online platform with excellent Chinese language including descriptions of
universities, information sessions, and more.

Vericant — one of two providers of third party interviews. The other is InitialView.
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https://www.toefl.cn/
https://www.udty.tech/
https://vericant.cn/
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